T'S THAT TIME OF YEAR
again! The 2013 Gold
List Awards were the big-
gest we've ever had with
thousands of votes com-
ing in. There have been big upsets
this year in some of the most sta-
ble categories, which tells us that
luxury travel is evolving and your
preferences are changing. It was
great to see so many new prop-
erties, destinations and experi-
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This icon signifies
that the award
winner has made
the Gold List every
year for the past
five years or more.
They are our Hall
of Fame members
and deserve
special recognition.

ences making the list in 2013. We
added a new category this year,
asking about the best food and
wine experiences in Australia and
the response was overwhelming
— our readers certainly love to eat
and drink. A special thanks must
also go to the Virtuoso clients
who voted alongside our read-
ers. So read on and see who made
the cut and who’s been cut off.
Welcome to the Gold List 2013.
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Best Australian golf resort

First time winner Barnbougle
Dunes puts Tasmanian golfing
firmly on the map. New South
Wales and Queensland are your
favourite states to play as the Dent
Island course near Hamilton Island
makes its first appearance.

Above: Queen Mary
: Il, your favourite
: large cruise ship.

Will any ship ever take down the Queen Mary II? Not in 2013 as she makes it
eight in a row. It was a great year for Cunard with all three of its ships as finalists
alongside two new entrants from Holland America — Oosterdam and Zuierdam.

It's two wins in a row for Cape
Kidnappers, one of three New
Zealand properties to make the list.

An upset among the small cruise
ships as True North unseats Hall of
Fame member Silver Whisper after
five years. Great Escape and Orion
are both new entrants this year
while Seabourn has a great result.

There have been some big changes
in this category this year as North
Star comes from outside the top 10
in 2012 to take first place and Orion
jumps from 10% to second. Is small
ship cruising the next big thing?

Pebble Beach, USA 2 OO e L 2L SROOUM e,

4 Millbrook Resort, Queenstown, : i 3 GreatBscape ..o, © 3., Orion Bxpedition Cruises |
New Zealand : 4 Silversea

5 InterContinental Fiji Golf Resort & Spa, : 5. SeaboumQdessey e 3 DRI
Fiji 6  Cunard

6StAndrews Sy R P

7. Mission Hills, Guangdong, China 8 . [Princess Cruises ...

8 The Fairmont Banff Springs, .. CystalCruises
Banff, Canada ¢ 10 Royal Caribbean International

9 Kapalua Hawail, USA © 11 Celebrity Cruises

10  Pan Pacific Nirwana Bali Resort, Bali 12 Regent Seven Seas Cruises
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Best luxury eco tourism property

It's great to see an Australian property take out this category and Sal Salis'
eco-friendly tents, water management systems and proximity to the pristine
Ningaloo Reef (and whale sharks!) make it your favourite.

Best luxury tour operator : Above: Swim with
................................................................................................... . whale sharks at Sal
L SOMIC TOUIS ettt : Salis Ningaloo Reef.

Scenic Tours has moved from fifth place to first, just ahead of last year's winner
A&K. There are a few new entries this year offering luxury Australian tours for
our readers who love to explore their own backyard.

2 Abercrombie &Kent 7 Wilderness Safaris :
3 The Captain's Choice Tour 8 Outback ‘S'bi.r'it' """""""""""""""
G R 9Trafa|gar ..................................
5 nsightVacations ] 10 Exceptional Kangaroo Island
6 APT 11 Bil Peach Journeys

www.luxurytravelmag.com.au

Best luxury travel agency

Mary Rossi is pipped at the post

by Concierge Traveller this year in
another close contest.

Best Australian food
: & wine experiences
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Australia's first property belonging
to the world famous Design Hotels
group opened in 2012 in the historic
Gowings Building and it wins this
category. It's an international group
this year with hotels from Morocco
to Mauritius on your wish list.
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. Best Australian adventure
. experience

It's been a great year for True North
and North Star Cruises as they take
out the top spot in three categories.
Expedition cruising, Tasmanian
walks and remote properties are
your favourite adventures.

4 Longitude 131°, Ayers Rock, NT

R R R R R R R T

5  El Questro Wilderness Park,

Walk, Mount

8  Bamurru Plains, Kakadu, NT

Ceeresaerssnrenns Crssesssresesresnsresnne

9  The Maria Island Walk, Maria Island, TAS
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