N 2005 LUXURY TRAVEL
magazine held the first
Gold List Awards, ask-
ing our readers to vote
for their favourite luxury
travel experiences in 22 major
categories. This issue, we cel-
ebrate the 10™ anniversary of
these prestigious awards that
have become synonymous with
the very best in the industry. The
awards have grown to include
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This icon signifies
that the award
winner has made
the Gold List every
year for the past
five years or more.
They are our Hall
of Fame members
and deserve
special recognition.

34 categories and hundreds of
hotels, resorts, boutique proper-
ties, cruises, rail journeys, food
and wine experiences, adventure
travel and everything in between.
Thank you to our readers and
Virtuoso members for making
these awards such a success over
the past 10 years and for voting
in your thousands again in 2014.
We hope you will stay with us for
the next decade of luxury travel.

VIRTUOSO.

SPECIALISTS IN THE ART OF TRAVEL
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THE GOLD LIST 2014.

Best Australian hotel

An old favourite is back on top!
Crown Towers won this category
way back in 2007 and has always

been near the top, but it’s beaten out

some hot contenders to win again
in 2014. The top four hotels are all
previous winners, showing that our
readers are loyal to their favourite
Australian properties.

. Right:

. Melbourne

. sparkles from a
¢ deluxe suite at

- Crown Towers.

. Below: Take the
. chopper to The
: Peninsula Hong

Kong.
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qualia takes the top spot two
years in a row, with the newly
rebranded One&Only Hayman
Island (which will undergo a
multi-million dollar refurb this
year) again the runner up. It’s
great to see a reopened Bedarra
back on the list.

2014 makes it 10 for 10 for The Peninsula Hong Kong, a
record run. London is the long-haul winner this year with
three properties on the list, including two first time entries.

Best overseas resort

beyond all featuring.

Congratulations Likuliku! With five wins in a row we
are thrilled to welcome this favourite overseas resort to

the Hall of Fame. The finalists are a much more diverse
bunch this year with resorts across the Pacific, Asia and

1
Four Seasons Maldives
Kuda Huraa, Maldives
“Arriving at this resort felt like
arriving in paradise and the views
are consistently amazing. There’s
also a great reef regeneration and
sea turtle protection program”

: Above: Saffire
. looks out over
. The Hazards

' mountain range.
: Below: Adults-
. only Likuliku

. is made for

: romance.
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Our readers headed south this
year, putting the ultra luxe
Saffire lodge into the top spot for
the first time. Bells at Killcare,
just outside of Sydney, also
makes an impressive entry in
2014 - it was outisde the top 20
last year and has jumped up to
second.
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Best overseas boutique property, pukailodze (N o . Best New Zealand property Best overseas healthand Beowfromwp: | Best overseas family resort
villaorlodge e | | : within driving distance of wellness property . i parsdseatdean- 17 Jeanilichel Colsieau i siands Resort Fji
1. Huka Lodge, Taupo, New Zealand : the city 1. Kamalaya Wellness Sanctuary, : Michel Cousteau; :

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" ORI Koh Samui Traiand Rejuvenate It’s a Fiji top three again this year as perennial favourite Jean-Michel Cousteau

: ) . at Gwinganna . . . . . .
It's a New Zealand whitewash in this catgory with the ¢ 1. Hukalodge Taupo ! Lifestyle Retreat. is back on top, with 2013 winner Castaway Island placing third. Asia and the

USA are firm family favourites again in 2014.

top six spots taken by luxury lodges from the Land of the

After a seven year reign Kamalaya
Long White Cloud. South Africa is the breakout star of

Four years in a row for Huka - can has finally taken the top spot
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the year with four new entries making the finals.
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The Peninsula House, Samana, Dominican Republic
“This stunning Spanish-style property has just six

bedrooms and is like staying at the home of a hugely
wealthy (and mildly eccentric) friend.”

S

they hold on for 2015 to join the
Hall of Famers?

!
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Whare Kea Lodge & Chalet, Wanaka
“The food is sensational and
with a helipad at the door and
a mountain transfer service to
some great ski resorts, this lodge
in one of the best skiing and
heli-skiing bases in the southern
hemisphere.”

Bells has made an incredible leap
this year, up from 16% to take
out first place in 2014. A great
showing from Spicers with four
properties making the cut.

from Chiva-Som! There were lots
of new entries this year including
newly opened properties in Bali
and New Zealand.

Best Australian health and
wellness property

Gwinganna holds on against stiff
competition for its fourth win in
a row. The top five remains mostly
unchanged with just the one new
entry, Solar Springs.

Best Australian family
: resort

Sea World hasn’t won this
category since 2011, so
congratulations for making it
back to the top. Queensland
dominates the list again this year
as Australian families are looking
for fun in the sun.
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Best rail journey

Congratulations to our second
Hall of Fame member for 2014 -
The Ghan! The finalist list is quite
similar to last year, though there’s
been some reshuffling with Rocky
Mountaineer and Orient-Express
the big winners.

: Above from left:

: See the red

: centre from The

. Ghan; Powder

. days at Thredbo.

Thredbo hangs onto its Hall of
Fame spot with another win

in 2014. Perisher climbs back
into second spot and Dinner
Plain, a boutique resort close to
Mount Hotham, makes its first

appearance.

: Best overseas ski resort

The rivalry between your two
favourite northern hemisphere
resorts continues with Whistler just
edging out Aspen again this year.
The US wins overall though with
five resorts in the finals.

This luxe Falls Creek property was your favourite last year and
you still love it with its fresh rebrand to a QT. The finalists are a

mix of slick hotels, cosy chalets and plush apartments.

The Little Nell holds on for a second year to take top honours in this
category. You think Whistler and Aspen have the best options for

luxury travellers, making up seven of the 10 finalists.

Best first class airline

Singapore and Emirates have
swapped positions again this year
as the Asian carrier moves back
to first place. German carrier
Lufthansa is the only new entry.

So close! Qantas has slipped back
to third place just one year before
it could enter the Hall of Fame.
Emirates has never won this
category before, but we’ve flown
them a lot and we definitely agree!

Virgin ATantic
 Editary pick
LAN

“The seats are incredibly spacious
- even with the seat extended

to a flat bed there is enough room
to comfortably walk around the
end from the window seat. They
also serve great pisco sours!”

www.luxurytravelmag.com.au
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: Above: If you can
: make it there

: you can make it
: anywhere: New

¢ York!

It could only be the city so nice
they named it twice that could
knock Paris from first place for the
first time ever. Well done! Apart
from the big upset at the top the
list has stayed much the same this
year — you know what you like.

The change continues! Our closest
neighbour is now your favourite
country to visit, sneaking ahead of
last year’s winner Italy. It must be
that amazing combination of food
and wine, luxury lodges, super ski
resorts and cinematic scenery. We
love it!
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Best overseas golf resort

Three from three for the links at Cape Kidnappers, with
the list almost unchanged from 2013.

Barnbougle wins again as Hamilton Island makes a huge
jump from the bottom of the list to third place.

: Above: Where the
. fairways meet

: the sea at Cape

. Kidnappers.

Another member of the perfect record club, Queen
Mary II has won this category every year since 2005.
Congratulations!

Adventure cruising is still your favourite with True North
on top again and two more ships in the list. Two river cruise
ships have also entered the finalist list, just in time for
Europe’s river cruise season.

8. AmaVerde
9. Seabourn Odyssey
10. AmaBella

J Eddiry pick

Orcaella, Orient-Express
“With just 50 passengers it’s the most luxurious way
to cruise the Ayeyarwady and the food is sublime.”

www.luxurytravelmag.com.au

Last year’s surprise winner North
Star holds on again against the big
international lines. River cruise
companies also proved popular.

It turned out to be an all-Australian
affair in this category for 2014 with
luxury outback lodges, bush camps
and eco resorts across the country

making the finals.

: Below: Eco

: friendly without
: compromise at

: Longitude 131°.
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Best travel agency

Mary Rossi Travel makes it two
years in a row as World Travel
Professionals romp into second.

Best tour operator

APT is a first-time winner this year
ahead of 2013 champion Scenic
Tours and 2012’s top operator
A&K. It’s always good to see global
names like andBeyond alongside
local operators like Bill Peach
Journeys.

T

R




e
THE GOLD LIST 2014. e~

TRAVEL
Fine dining at

- g SOz |
explores the wilds ' o R, . your favourite

of the Kimberley. L -’ rant, The
- s Dining .

North Star Cruises repeats its amazing performance from last year, taking Reglon
out three categories with the expedition ship True North. Our readers love :
to cruise, walk and fly all around the country. : L Hunter Valley, NSW e

2. Great Escape Charter Company / W L@é/ 2'....5.%@5.3?.':./?.@\%’(.:% .................................................
3. Longitude 131°, Yulara, NT § 5 ? DA YamaValley VIC e

4. 'National Geographic Orion : Kimberley Coastal Camp, : 5. Morningfon Peninsula, VIC

5. BT Kby Wi A | e 6 Kl S8

5. .. E1Questro Wilderness Park, Kununurra, WA last untouched wildernesses. : Dining

i e e e it £ 1. The Argus Diing Room at Peppers, MineralSprngs Retreat,
e - beautifulcont” .. Do i

We visited this boutique health retreat the week it opened (see our story on ..........................................................................

page 15) and now we know that our readers can’t wait to get there either. It’s : Property

areally diverse list this year with safari lodges, city hotels, beach resorts and :

the latest property from the Louis Vuitton brand at number nine. i L. Southern Ocean Lodge, Kangaroo Island, SA ..

2. Bells at Killcare, Killcare, NSW

5T et ey Wi s 3 Lo Houee, Dgiesord ViG T
S el N e, 4SafﬁreFreycmetCoIesBayTAS
4. Cicada Lodge, Nitmiluk National Park, NT "1 5 Capella Lodge, Lord Howe sland, NSW
5., Four Seasons Hotel Lion Palace S Petersburg, St Petersburg Russia i 6, Wolgan Valley Resort & Spa, Wolgan Valley NSW .
6. Bedarra, Great Barrier Reef, QLD 7. qualia,Hamiton Island, QLD
7. The Mui, Wuia Resort & Vilas, Nusa Dua, Bail """ 8 Longiude IBLINT L
6 T TG Conporra, BT T 5 Spicers Peak Lodge, Naryiae, 9LD 7T
6 Cial Bl Rl Walies 7777777 L6 Tonatie. Whaie Bosch, NGW
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